CORPORAL

AN

THE RANK OF CORPORAL WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1775 WITH THE BIRTH OF THE

- ARMY AND THE NCO CORPS. ALONG WITH THE RANK OF SERGEANT, THE

- CORPORAL IS THE ONLY RANK WHICH HAS NEVER DISAPPEARED FROM THE NCO
CORPS.

THE RANK OF CORPORAL HAS ALWAYS BEEN PLACED AT THE BASE OF THE NCO
RANKS. FOR THE MOST PART, CORPORALS HAVE SERVED AS THE SMALLEST UNIT
LEADERS IN THE ARMY: PRINCIPALLY, LEADERS OF TEAMS.

DURING THE VIETNAM CONFLICT, THE ARMY ADOPTED THE NCO CANDIDATE
~COURSE. GOING THROUGH THIS COURSE, THE SOLDIER WOULD BY-PASS THE
CORPORAL RANK AND BE PROMOTED TO SERGEANT OR STAFF SERGEANT.

THIS POLICY, COMBINED WITH THE INCREASED USE OF SPECIALISTS, LESSENED
THE OVERALL NUMBER OF CORPORALS AUTHORIZED IN THE ARMY.

LIKE THE GRADE OF SERGEANT, CORPORALS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR INDIVIDUAL
- TRAINING, PERSONAL APPEARANCE, AND CLEANLINESS OF THEIR SOLDIERS.

AS THE COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR IS KNOWN AS THE EPITOME OF SUCCESS
IN THE NCO CORPS, THE CORPORAL IS THE BEGINNING OF THE NCO CORPS. AS THE
NCO CORPS IS KNOWN AS THE BACKBONE OF THE ARMY, THE CORPORAL IS THE
BACKBONE OF THE NCO CORPS. '
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