Before you buy - JWOD applies

Micropurchases Are Still Subject to the JWOD Priority

Many procurement regulations have been waived, superseded or bypassed in the past few years by procurement reform measures, but one important requirement has been continued:  The Javits-Wagner-O"Day (JWOD) Program remains a mandatory source of supply for all Federal entites regardless of the dollar value.

Below $2,500 -- even below $25 -- the legal requirement (FAR Part 8.7) to purchase JWOD items applies if the JWOD Program offers an item that meets your needs.  In fact, a large number of the manufacturing jobs for people who are visually impaired or severely disabled created through the JWOD Program are dependent on such small value items.

We find that while some Federal employees have been aware of the JWOD Program (often known as NIB/NISH), others with purchasing authority are less familiar with required sources of supply such as the JWOD Program.  Even many long-time Government employees do not know that SKILCRAFTTM is the brand name for many JWOD items furnished by people who are visually impaired.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the JWOD Program offer?  

A wide range of quality office supplies, cleaning products, hardware and industrial items are all furnished by the JWOD Program to GSA customers at reasonable prices.

How do I identify and order JWOD items?

You have several convenient options; Browse and order on-line through GSAAdvantage!TM at www.fss.gsa.gov.  Use GSA catalogs and phone/fax orders toll free to GSA's Customer Supply Center (800.525.8027 or fax 800.856.7057).  You can still use MUFFIN or FEDSTRIP/MILSTRIP procedures.

Military Base Supply Centers and certain Federal building supply stores are operated by JWOD-participating nonprofit agencies and stock JWOD products for your convenience.

A limited number of GSA Schedule vendors are authorized to distribute JWOD supplies.  Visit the JWOD web site at www.jwod.gov for a listing.

Can I use a purchase card to pay for JWOD items?

Yes, all JWOD supplies distributors accept Government purchase cards.

What's the bottom line?

The JWOD Program is Government at its best.  It is not a hand-out, but a hand-up; giving people with disabilities the chance to work , contribute to our nation's economy, and join the ranks of taxpaying citizens!  It's a positive return on investment for the the Government.

Are catalogs or training materials available?

Yes, for a free JWOD Program catalog, handbook, training kit or video, please send an email to: info@jwod.gov or contact Eric Beale at 703.603.7743, fax 703.603.0655.  Or, you may visit the JWOD web site at www.jwod.gov.

For a GSA catalog, send an email to: cmls.gsa@gsa.gov, phone: 817.334.5215 or fax: 817.334.5227.


